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PREFACE
This manuscript is the product of a series of tape~recorded interviews
conducted for the Oral History of ILran Program of Foundation for Iranian
Studies by Shirin Sami'i with Shahrokh Vaziri in Lausanne, Switzerland in
November, 1983.

Readers of this Oral History memcir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style inherent in such
historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies is not responsible for
the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for
Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such place as
is made available for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian
Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part may be
made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Shahrokh Vaziri was educated in Tehran and in Switzerland. He
became politically active while still an adolescent by joining the
National Front demonstrations at his high school. He continued his
political goals when he entered the university in Lausanne in 1964,
He was an active participant in the initial organization and struc-
turing of the Confederation of Iranian Students, a loosely connected
network of groups and organizations with diverse political opinions
whose main cbhjective was opposition to the Shah.

Dr, Vaziri describes his experiences within this organization,
the growth of the student movement and its radicalization caused
by internal suppression of political expression. He describes
his contacts with some of the central figures of the movement. He
renders his explanation of the left's support for the Khomeini
group. He reflects on the causes of the revolution, and the cont-
ribution of the regime's religious attitudes to the phenomenon.

Shahrokh Vaziri's recollections are valuable in that they
offer an insider's view of the evolution of the student opposition
movement to the Shah's regime.
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tablishing links between the students in Iran and those abroad 3~-4

Lack of support of the liberal elements of the National Front for
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